
 

Michael Riis-Christianson, aka Mike Turkki, is an award-winning journalist who 
started writing professionally as a teenager in 1978. Since then, his work has 
appeared in the Vancouver Sun, Lakes District News, Gulf Islands Driftwood, and 
several pieces of unaddressed ad mail. In addition to writing, he enjoys traveling, 
exploring abandoned buildings, taking photographs, and playing hockey with 
other people his age. He lives in Burns Lake, British Columbia, with his wife Sashka 
and their dog Roxi, where he is employed as an exhibit at the Lakes District 
Museum. I Heard the Turkki Call My Name is his second book. His first, History 
Matters: Stories and Photographs from the Archives of the Lakes District Museum, 
was published in 2022 and nominated for the British Columbia Historical 
Federation’s historical writing award. 
 


