FINDING LARKSPUR

A RETURN TO VILLAGE LIFE

R

Douglas &Mclntyre DAN NEEDLES

The bestselling chronicler of village life is back, and this time, the
2003 Stephen Leacock winner and Member of the Order of Canada
leads us on an insightful and laugh-out-loud tour through the quirks

and customs of today's Canadian small town.
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With his signature wit and the devastating power of obser-
vation, Dan Needles celebrates village traditions that have
endured the twenty-first century. As the world pushes ahead
at the speed of light, and the likes of Google and Amazon
threaten to dismantle the integrity of our cultural fabric,
Needles invites us to calm our nerves with a deep breath of
country air.

A bountiful harvest of oddities and delights overflow the
pages of Finding Larkspur. Lovingly crafted and beautifully
written, it hits like the first snowflake in winter and the last
rain of spring. Needles' generous offering of nostalgia and
hilarity instills appreciation in the familiar: the hay bales at
every bend, the blue jay's grating call, the gopher mounds
dotting farmer's fields and the comforting knowledge that
the backbone of our national character can be found in a
small town at the end of a dirt road.

DAN NEEDLES won the 2003 Stephen Leacock Medal for
Humour for With Axe and Flask (Macfarlane Walter & Ross,
2002) and his Wingfield Farm stage plays have appeared in
theatres across Canada and the United States. His popular
magazine columns have been published in Harrowsmith-
Country Life, Country Guide, Small Farm Canada, In the
Hills, On the Bay, Watershed and other publications.
Needles was appointed a Member of the Order of Canada in
2014 for a body of work that celebrates the people of rural
Canada. He lives with his wife at Larkspur Farm near
Collingwood, ON.
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