
Book Description 
 
 
Loss. Grief. Centipedes. Silence. The word “no.” The word “yes.” A high school poetry contest 
that may or may not be linked to the end of the world. The characters in this collection are 
under attack. A grief-baffled son hopes to save an innocent insect from a toxic genocide, a 
daughter struggles to accept loss while visiting a community overwhelmed by denial, a sorrow-
stricken father recalls his bizarre final conversation with his only child; the individuals in these 
stories discover how difficult it can be to let go of what’s gone in order to live with what’s left. 
 
 


