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Madness, All Over Again is a hard-to-put-down, touching read about 
honesty, human connection, and what it means to be "mentally 
sound." It blends philosophical and psychological exploration with 
dark humor, offering an intellectually rich, yet entertaining, reflection 
on contemporary societal issues. With engaging, relatable characters, 
it invites readers to explore complex themes in a fresh, compelling 
way. If you enjoy thought-provoking literature with a twist, this book 
will challenge your perception of reality and keep you hooked from 
start to finish. 

 
 

SYNOPSIS 
 

Set in the fictional Bellevue Psychiatric Institute and Hospital, Madness, All Over Again 
follows Milo, the first-person narrator. His vivid, detailed voice evokes sympathy, even at 
his most unlikable. As he gradually opens up—first to the reader, then to his roommate 
Fergus—Milo remains disarmingly charming, and his story, along with the mental scars it 
reveals, is deeply touching. 

The story begins with Milo relaxing under a willow tree, only to be interrupted by his 
roommate, Fergus. Both characters are intelligent, witty, and sensitive, yet they’ve found 
themselves in the hospital after life’s discordant turns. Initially antagonistic toward each 
other, their reluctant bond begins to form when Fergus reveals a distressing secret. As 
Milo’s time in the hospital becomes increasingly unsettling—and after a confusing 
incident in which they believe they’ve committed murder—the two are compelled to 
escape. What follows is an adventure in which they not only struggle to survive but also 
confront their inner demons and support each other at every step. 

Their chaotic, unpredictable journey is tempered by dark humor, keeping readers 
engaged as their friendship deepens. After a week of misadventures, they turn 
themselves in—only to discover their innocence and the futility of their suffering. Fergus 
returns to his troubled family, while Milo is readmitted to Bellevue, where nothing is 
coherent or reliable— except the bond he shares with Fergus, which makes their 
unexpected reunion all the more powerful. 

  



THEMES 
The novel offers a broader exploration of life on the fringes of reality, both within and 
outside Bellevue. It examines the pervasive disconnection from the real—an issue at the 
heart of modern society—symbolizing the indecipherable nature of our times. By delving 
into the simulation of normality and the simulacra of thought, the novel questions the 
distinction between those deemed mentally sound and those who are not. It challenges 
readers to confront this enduring dilemma, suggesting that empathy—even when reason 
falls short—may be the most reliable path forward. 

a) Philosophical and Psychological Depth 
Madness, All Over Again explores the blurred boundaries between reality and 
illusion, logic and madness. Drawing on themes of simulated normality and 
thought, it presents complex ideas in an accessible, compelling narrative—ideal 
for readers interested in existential questions, consciousness, and the nature of 
thought itself. 

b) Timely and Socially Relevant 
Rooted in contemporary issues like misinformation, identity, and societal 
fragmentation, the novel reflects on today’s cultural and political climate. It 
offers readers a critical lens on modern life—inviting reflection, dialogue, and 
deeper awareness of the world around them. 

c) Accessible Style and Dark Humor 
With clear, engaging language and sharp dark humor, the book strikes a balance 
between weighty themes and wit, making challenging concepts digestible while 
maintaining narrative momentum and emotional impact. This approach invites a 
broad audience to explore profound ideas without sacrificing relatability. 

 
TARGET AUDIENCE 
Madness, All Over Again appeals to intellectually curious readers aged 16 and up who are 
drawn to explorations of contemporary society, cultural trends, and the nature of reality. 
Its themes resonate across generations—engaging younger and midlife readers 
navigating psychological and existential challenges, as well as older audiences reflecting 
on cultural and political changes. For those especially attuned to deeper philosophical and 
cultural subtext, the novel offers even more to unpack. Inspired in part by Jean 
Baudrillard’s Simulacra and Simulation and shaped by modern concerns such as 
misinformation and disconnection from reality, the book contains subtle nods to 
Baudrillard’s influence and to cultural touchstones like The Matrix—a film that famously 
misinterpreted his work. Readers attuned to its cyberpunk narrative of the technological 
fall of humanity will be especially drawn to the novel’s layered engagement with these 
themes. The misrepresentation of Baudrillard’s ideas in pop culture becomes a rich source 
of irony and reflection, which Madness, All Over Again explores with increasing depth. 
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